
 

 

 

 

Tipitaka 

Sutta 
Collection of the discourses 

given by Buddha to different 

being at different places 

Vinaya 
Comprehensive code of 

monastic discipline 

including 227 rules for 

Bhikkhus and 304 for 

Bhikkunis 

 

Abhidhamma 
Higher or special teachings 

of Buddha us a select 

terminology -technical in 

nature and has definite 

,precise a specific meaning 

                                                                                                        
 
  

 

 

Tipitaka 
 

 Tipitaka was written down at Matale Aluvihara in Sri Lanka  at the 4th council during the reign of 
Vattagamina Abhaya (29-17BC)  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sutta Pitaka 
 
Divided in to 5 main groups called Nikaya 
 

1. Digha Nikaya ( Collection of long Discourses) 
2. Majjhima Nikaya ( Collection of medium length Discourses) 
3. Samutta Nikaya 
4. Anguttara Nikaya 
5. Kuddhaka Nikaya 

 
Teachings in Sutta pitaka learnt and brought by Ven Ananda Thero and his students. 

 
Vinaya Pitaka 
 
Divided in to 5 main groups. 
 

1. Parajikapali 
2. PachiththiyaPali 
3. Mahavaggapali 
4. Chullavaggapali 
5. Parivarapali 

 
Teachings in Vinaya pitaka learnt and brought by Ven Upali Thero and his students. 
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Abhidhamma (note ) 
 



 

 

 
 
Abhidhamma Pitaka 
 
Comprises of 7 sections/books 
 

1. Dhamma Sangani 
2. Vibhanga 
3. Dhatukatha 
4. Puggalapannatti 
5. Kathavatthu (compiled by Ven. Moggaliputta Tissa) 
6. Yamaka 
7. Pattana 

 
Teachings in Abhidhamma learnt and brought by Ven Sariputta and his students. 

 
 
Seven years after Enlightenment, Buddha ascended to Tavatimsa heaven, to deliver the sermon of 
Abhidhamma to thousands of Devas and Brhamas including his mother , who was then born as a Deva in 
Thusitha Heaven. 
 
Buddha preached Abhidhamma for continuous period of 3 months  while seated on Pandukambala stone 
seat of God Sakra. 
 
During that 3 months period Buddha returned to this world everyday to take his meals etc and briefed 
Ven Sariputta about Abhidhamma. Being most intelligent of all Arhant monks Ven Sariputta taught the 
Abhidhamma in detail to his 500 students. 


