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Element of Matter or Rupa (රූප) 
 
Twenty-eight (28) material phenomena can be classified in to 11 sub categories. 
 

(i) Four great essentials  
 

1. Earth element 
2. Water element 
3. Fire Element 
4. Air element 
 

(ii) Sensitive Phenomena  
 

5. Eye Sensitivity 

6. Ear Sensitivity 

7. Nose Sensitivity 

8. Tongue Sensitivity 

9. Body Sensitivity 

 

(iii) Objective Phenomena  
 

10. Visible form 

11. Sound 

12. Smell 

13. Taste 

 

(iv) Sexual Phenomena  
 

14. Femininity 

15. Masculinity 

 

(v) Heart Phenomena  
 

16. Heart Base 

 

(vi) Life Phenomena  
 

17. Life Faculty 

 

(vii) Nutritional Phenomena  
 

18. Nutriment 

 

(viii) Limiting Phenomena  
 

19. Space element 
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(ix) Communicating Phenomena  
 

 

20. Body intimation 

21. Vocal intimation 

 

(x) Mutable Phenomena  
 

22. Lightness 

23. Malleability 

24. Wieldiness 

 

(xi) Characteristics of Matter 
 

25. Producing 

26. Continuity 

27. Decay 

28. Impermanence 

 

 

Classification of Matter 

 
Concretely produced matter (18) Not Concretely produced matter (10) 

Four great essentials  
1. Earth element 
2. Water element 
3. Fire Element 
4. Air element 

 

Sensitive Phenomena  
5. Eye Sensitivity 

6. Ear Sensitivity 

7. Nose Sensitivity 

8. Tongue Sensitivity 

9. Body Sensitivity 

 

Objective Phenomena  
10. Visible form 

11. Sound 

12. Smell 

13. Taste 

 

Sexual Phenomena  
14. Femininity 

15. Masculinity 

 

Heart Phenomena  
16. Heart Base 

 

Life Phenomena  
17. Life Faculty 

 

Nutritional Phenomena  
18. Nutriment 

 

Limiting Phenomena  
 

1. Space element 

 

Communicating Phenomena  
 

 

2. Body intimation 

3. Vocal intimation 

 

Mutable Phenomena  
 

4. Lightness 

5. Malleability 

6. Wieldiness 

 

Characteristics of Matter 
 

7. Producing 

8. Continuity 

9. Decay 

10. Impermanence 
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All 28 material phenomena have 8 common characteristics 

 

1. Rootless (ahethuka / අහ ේතුක ) 
Matter is devoid of all 6 roots : 

Greed (Lobha) 

Hatred/Anger(Dosa) 
Delusion/Ignorance(Moho) 

 

Non-Greed/Charity  
Non-Hatred/Goodwill  

Non-Delusion/Wisdom 

 

2. Causal (Sappachchaya/ සප්පච්චය) 
Matter arises due to one of the 4 causes  

Volition 

Consciousness 
Temperature 

Nutriment 

 

3. Subject to taints (sasava/ සාසව) 
4. Conditioned(Sankhata/ සංඛත) 

5. Mundane(Lokika/ හ ෞකික) 

6. Pertaining to sesne sphere (Kamavachara/ කාමාවචර) 

7. Object less (Anarammana/ අනාරම්මන) 

8. Not to be Abandoned (appahathabba/ අප්ප ාතබ්බ) 
 

 


