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The Origin of Matter 
 
Material phenomena arising dependent on four distinct factors 
 

1. Volition (Kamma) 
2. Consciousness (Chiththa) 
3. Temperature (utu) 
4. Nutriment (Ahara) 

 
 

 Volition as a mode of origin (කම්ම සමුට්ඨාන රූප) 
  

Here volition refers to wholesome and unwholesome consciousness that are capable of providing Rebirth-

Linking (Patisandi) in next life. Strength of the volition governs the lifespan of the new life. 

There are 25 such consciousnesses. 

 

Twelve unwholesome consciousness     12 

Eight sense sphere wholesome consciousness  08 

Five fine material sphere wholesome consciousness  05 

                ---------- 

        25 

                ====== 

 

 Out of 28 material phenomena, 18 are born out of volition. Out of this eighteen, 9 are exclusively evolved 

by past volition(කම්ම). 
 

Exclusively born out of Volition (9) Non-Exclusive (9) 

 

1. Eye Sensitivity 

2. Ear Sensitivity 

3. Nose Sensitivity 

4. Tongue Sensitivity 

5. Body Sensitivity 

6. Femininity 

7. Masculinity 

8. Heart Base 

9. Life Faculty 

 

 

1. Earth 

2. Water 

3. Fire 

4. Air                              inseparable 8 

5. Visible form 

6. Smell 

7. Taste 

8. Nutritive essence 

9. Space element 
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Consciousness as a mode of origin (චිත්ත සමුට්ඨාන රූප) 

 
This is the consciousness that produce material phenomena at each sub moment of arising of 
consciousness. 
 
Out of 89 consciousnesses, 10 sense consciousness and 4 immaterial resultant consciousness are not 
capable of   producing elements of matter. The balance 75 consciousness do produce the material 
phenomena. 
 

Out of 28 material phenomena, 15 are born out of consciousness. Out of this fifteen, 2 are exclusively 

evolved by past consciousness (චිත්ත). 
 

Exclusively born out of consciousness (2) Non-Exclusive (13) 

 

1. Body intimation 

2. Vocal intimation 

 

 

1. Earth 

2. Water 

3. Fire 

4. Air                              inseparable 8 

5. Visible form 

6. Smell 

7. Taste 

8. Nutritive essence 

9. Sound 

10. Lightness 

11. Malleability 

12. Wieldiness 

13. Space element 

 

 

 

 

Temperature as a mode of origin (උතු සමුට්ඨාන රූප) 

 

Temperature/fire element is capable of producing internal and external material phenomena. There are 13 
such material phenomena. 
 
 

1. Earth 

2. Water 

3. Fire 

4. Air                              inseparable 8 

5. Visible form 

6. Smell 

7. Taste 

8. Nutritive essence 

9. Sound 

10. Lightness 

11. Malleability 

12. Wieldiness 

13. Space element 
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Nutriment as a mode of origin (ආහාර සමුට්ඨාන රූප) 

 
Nutriment are capable of producing material phenomena.  12 material phenomena that arise from nutriment 
are: 
 
  

1. Earth 

2. Water 

3. Fire 

4. Air                              inseparable 8 

5. Visible form 

6. Smell 

7. Taste 

8. Nutritive essence 

9. Lightness 

10. Malleability 

11. Wieldiness 

12. Space element 

 
 


