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Compendium of the miscellaneous (Pakinnaka Sangaha)-2 
 

Compendium of Bases (වස්තු/Vatthu) 
 
Bases are the physical support upon which the consciousness and the mental factors arise. There are 6 
such bases 
 

1. Eye Base (Chakku vatthu) 
2. Ear Base (Sota Vatthu) 
3. Nose Base (Ghana Vatthu) 
4. Tongue Base (Jivha Vatthu) 
5. Body Base (Kaya Vatthu) 
6. Heart Base (Hadaya Vatthu) 

 
First 5 bases above are similar to the 5 doors we have discussed under compendium of doors.  
 
As a result one wholesome resultant and one unwholesome resultant consciousness associated with eye 
base. It’s the same for Ear, Nose, Tongue and Body consciousness.(10 consciousness altogether) 
 
Heart Base: 
 
Heart base is the place where rest of the 79 consciousness’s arise. 
 

 

The seven consciousness Elements (විඥාන ධාතු හත) 
 

Element Consciousness 
number of  
consciousness 

Eye Consciousness Element Eye consciousness 2 

Ear Consciousness Element Ear consciousness 2 

Nose Consciousness Element Nose consciousness 2 

Tongue Consciousness Element Tongue consciousness 2 

Body Consciousness Element Body consciousness 2 

Mind Element 

Mind Element Triad 
i. Five door adverting consciousness 
ii. Rootless unwholesome receiving consciousness 
iii. Rootless wholesome receiving consciousness 3 

Mind Consciousness Element All remaining  consciousness 76 

Total  
 

89 

 
3 mind element and 76 mind consciousness element are supported by heart base 
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Base dependent/independent Consciousness 
 
If the conscousness dependent upon a base its called  base dependent conciosuness. Similary some 

consciousness arse independent of the bases. Therefore Conscousness can be classified in to 

 

1. Base dependent consciousness 

2. Base dependent or base independent conscousness 

3. Base independent consciousness 

 

Base dependant consciousness  
 
Following 43 consciousness’s are base dependent 

 

Consciousness Base 
number of  
consciousness 

Eye consciousness Eye base 2 

Ear consciousness Ear base 2 

Nose consciousness Nose base 2 

Tongue consciousness Tongue base 2 

Body consciousness Body base 2 

Mind Element Triad 
i. Five door adverting consciousness 
ii. Rootless unwholesome receiving consciousness 
iii. Rootless wholesome receiving consciousness Heart base 3 

Following 30 consciousness 
i. Unwholesome investigating consciousness (01) 
ii. Wholesome Investigating Consciousness (02) 
iii. Wholesome resultant consciousness (08) 
iv. Consciousness rooted in hatred (02) 
v. Smile producing consciousness (01) 
vi. Fine material sphere Consciousness (15) 
vii. Stream entry path consciousness(01) Heart base 30 

Total  
 

43 

 
Base dependant or independent consciousness  
 
Following 42 consciousness’s can be base dependent or base independent. 

 

Consciousness 
number of  
consciousness 

Wholesome beautiful consciousness 8 

Immaterial sphere consciousness 4 

Unwholesome consciousness rooted in greed and rooted in delusion 10 

Mind door adverting Consciousness 1 

wholesome Functional consciousness 8 

Immaterial sphere functional consciousness 4 

Supra mundane consciousness other than stream entry path Cons. 7 

Total  42 
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Base Sense sphere plane 
 
Fine Material Immaterial 

Eye Base 1 1 - 

Ear Base 1 1 - 

Nose Base 1 - - 

Tongue Base 1 - - 

Body Base 1 - - 

Heart Base  1 1 - 

Total 6 3 - 

consciousness Elements Sense sphere plane 
 
Fine Material Immaterial 

Eye Consciousness Element 1 1 - 

Ear Consciousness Element 1 1 - 

Nose Consciousness Element 1 - - 

Tongue Consciousness Element 1 - - 

Body Consciousness Element 1 - - 

Mind Element 1 1 - 

Mind Consciousness Element 1 1 1 

Total 7 4 1 

 
 
Classification of planes of existence based on Aggregates. 
 
Five Aggregates are 

 

1. Element Matter 

2. Feelings 

3. Perception 

4. Mental activity/volition 

5. Consciousness 

 

Plane number of  planes 

Planes of  four aggregates 4 

Planes of one aggregate 1 

Planes of  five aggregates 26 

Total  31 

 


